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Legendary Prague – Ghosts and Legends of the Old Town  

Short guided walk around both famous and forgotten sites of central Prague with focus on 

local folkloric legends, rumours and stories depicting both ancient past and present times. We 

will also get acquainted with local place names and narratives connected with historical 

events of the Middle Ages and Early Modern period, and discuss dynamics between local 

knowledge and its modern commodification connected with global tourism. 

 

 

Petr Janeček 

Dr. Petr Janeček is native of Prague and Associate Professor at the Faculty of Arts, Charles 

University in Prague. His academic interests include narrative folklore, European ethnology 

and intangible cultural heritage. He is the author of the Spring Man: A Belief Legend between 

Folklore and Popular Culture (Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield/Lexington Books, 2022), 

chapter on Czech intangible cultural heritage discourse in The Routledge Handbook of 

Intangible Cultural Heritage (New York/London: Routledge, 2017) and four popular 

collections of Czech contemporary legends and rumours titled Černá sanitka (2006, 2007, 

2008, 2020) which were adapted as theatre plays, radio podcasts and Czech TV series. He 

enjoys walking his Bosnian dog and playing board games.  

  

 

 


