
  

Prague as Symbol 

The so called Nation Revival Process of the modern Czech nation was based on symbols. The 

crucial role in the intellectual game of setting up the new canon played language, arts, history, and 

tradition. Based on these principles the new Czech identity, inclusive myths and stereotypes, 

distinguishing Czechs from Germans, was defined. Prague played crucial role in this regard. This 

paper focuses on the role of Prague as symbol in common understanding of Czechs and Germans 

from the end of the 19th century as the time of culminating nationalism, through the era of the First 

and Second Republic, till the Protectorate and so called Expulsion. The verbalization and 

visualization of Prague will be shown from different points of view and its role as symbol for both 

Czechs and Germans will be demonstrated. 
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